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GLOBAL CORPORATIONS LOOK TO CANADA FOR FEMALE SUPPLIERS

Event in Washington, DC, puts Canadian products in front of global purchasers

Ottawa, ON – Procurement executives from over 25 of the largest global corporations will be attending a special event hosted by The Honourable Michael Wilson, Canadian Ambassador, at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, DC, today, to introduce WEConnect Canada, an initiative launched on March 2 in Ottawa to integrate more qualified women-owned enterprises into corporate supply chains.
“May WEConnect Canada lead us to greater heights as ingenuity and diligence serve to encourage entrepreneurial women in Canada and around the world,” says Tonia Smith, Vice President, Global Indirect Sourcing, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., who will be participating in the event, “We at Walmart are proud and honoured to participate as a WEConnect Canada Founding Member.”  

The Embassy event is a celebration of a commitment by leading global corporations to seek out new sources of products and services that will make them more competitive. Speakers will include Ambassador Wilson; The Honourable Helena Guergis, Minister of State (Status of Women); Clare Beckton, Coordinator/Deputy Head, Status of Women Canada; Laraine Kaminsky, Lead Strategist, WEConnect Canada; and Linda Denny, President and CEO, Women’s Business Enterprise National Council. The evening will also feature a show by three White House chefs plus an American celebrity chef showcasing Canadian food in celebration of culture, cuisine and the launch of WEConnect Canada.
“I am seeking to become qualified through WEConnect Canada to give my business an opportunity to grow internationally. It will provide me with the chance to meet buyers face to face and to demonstrate my products,” says gluten-free product maker Brenda vanDuinkerken, President, Duinkerken Foods Inc. of Charlottetown, PE, who will attend the Washington event. “I think it's the greatest opportunity women entrepreneurs in Canada could hope for.”
The event is being held in conjunction with the first Women's Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC) Summit and Salute to Women’s Business Enterprises, March 25-26, in Washington. WBENC is the U.S. certifying body for American women-owned firms. In addition, on March 27, WEConnect International and the World Bank are co-hosting the First Global Strategic Forum on Supplier Diversity to Promote Women’s Economic Empowerment. Participants will include successful women business owners, over 25 multinational corporations, multilateral institutions and senior policy makers.
About WEConnect Canada: 

WEConnect Canada is a Canadian non-profit that qualifies businesses that are at least 51% owned, managed and controlled by women and connects them with the growing private and public sector demand for diverse and innovative suppliers. WEConnect Canada also delivers education and training to women’s business enterprises seeking to compete for large contracts.  Founding Members include: Accenture, Alcatel-Lucent, BMO Financial Group, Cisco, IBM, Manpower, Pfizer, Staples, and Wal-Mart.  For more information, please visit www.WEConnectCanada.org.
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