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federal Budget 2009 Helps Women-Owned businesses
Ottawa, ON, January 29, 2009– WEConnect Canada believes that the Federal Budget 2009 demonstrates a commitment to help women entrepreneurs weather this tough economic climate. The proposed increase in the amount of small business income eligible for the reduced federal tax rate will provide a much-needed stimulus for small businesses across Canada, including the growing number of businesses owned by women. 
Proposed changes to Employment Insurance (EI) benefits will also have a positive impact on women across the country. In particular, WEConnect welcomes both the extension of access to EI benefits by five weeks and the establishment of an Expert Panel that will consult Canadians on how to best provide the self-employed with access to EI maternity and parental benefits.

“WEConnect Canada looks forward to working with the Honourable Helena Guergis, Minister of State for Status of Women, and the government o advance the economic prosperity of small businesses, especially as it relates to the Expert Panel and women’s business enterprises,” says Elizabeth Vazquez , Founder, WEConnect Canada.
About WEConnect Canada Women’s Business Network: 
WEConnect Canada is a non-profit organization delivering the leading international qualification or certification standard for women owned businesses. WEConnect Canada offers access to a powerful network and the education and training women need to compete for corporate and government contracts. Founding Members of WEConnect Canada include: Accenture, Alcatel-Lucent, BMO Financial Group, Cisco, IBM, Manpower, Pfizer, Staples, and Wal-Mart.  For more information, visit www.WEConnectCanada.org.
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